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J-rom Jhe [ dit o r's <2hoir 
Ill TIME OF SORROW. I must start on a very per sonal note thi s month , 

On June 3rd oy wife died with tragic suddennes s . lie hsd been to

gether for 42 years . She went t o a meeting on Saturday evening, came 

in, chatted a while making no compl aint of feeling umtell; she re

tired to bed, and in the very ear ly hours of Sunday morning I found to 

my grie f t hat she had passed away, the only consola t ion being she 

probably did so in her sleep . 

The June number was in the process of being nm off, and Nr . 

Gore- Browne so very though t fully worked i.n ti.at paragraph inf'orming 

you of the sad event . It was so helpful too, as it explained why I 

was not repl~ to many of my correspondents, 

Within 48 hours , letters and t elegrlllllS expressing sympathy pourod 

in , Oft time s I have said that I have made more real friends since I 

started the C. D, than in all the rest of ey life put together . In 

this sad moment I have had proof of it, indeed, a l unp comes to my 

throat as I l ook through tho se le tt ers again , I think, too , with 

gratitude of the ::,any occas i ons when hobby friends visiting York 

made her happy when she joined us fo r tea . She loved to describe to 

them th e show places of tile encient city . 

Afte r t he funeral I fe l t I must ge t away for a rest , so I ~ 

to go to London fer a few days. Fortunately, I was able t o fit in the 

LondM Clu b meeting . There , among so many friends, I soon felt a good 

deal better - the Brotherhood of Happy Hour s a t work ! My heartfelt 

thanks , London, not only t o th ose who were at too meeting but also tho 

others I visited , including John Jukes end his hosp it able wife at 

Bournemouth. 

Now to the future . Thank God I have the C. D. and all it entails 



·- - -------- - (~;r:) 
Yithout i t I should be verJ l ... ~!:::;J.f a.ll would dread t!-.-:i ~..::."J a.bead. 
In t he past, as some of you kn0\1, there have been ti oes when things 
have been very difficult but I shal l now be able to devote a ll my 
energies t o the work I l ove. And when things have settled down I 
hope to travel more and visit fri ends with whom until now, I have 
only been able to corre spond. 

Ny dearest wish is to turn out the old mag. until the day comes to 
join her on t he other side . 

***'**** 
ANOTHER SCOOP. Frank Vernon Lay sprang a pl easant surprise at the 
recent London meetin g . The previous day he had had a l ong interview 
with Mr. E. E. Briscoe , who for so many years was a star illust rato r 
fo r boys ' weeklies, J;8rticulsrly those of the A.P. Especially note-
worthy were his inimitable sketches of famous publi c schools in th e 
Nelson Lee Libr ary, and the buildings of St . Frank ' s it se lf . 

Despite the fact that Mr. Briscoe is now 74 and a very si ck man, 
he gave Frank a most cordial reception , t old him many int eresting 
stories , and gene rousl y gave him a large llUl!lber of exampl es of his 
work in t he Boys ' Realm, Union Jack, Champion, etc. 

Fra nk• s account of the interview will appear next month . 

******* 
THE "SILVER JACKEi'" IS TAKEN OFF. Extract f rom l et t er from V. Col by 

of Aus tral ia to Len Packman. 
7. 6. 1956. 

"The Si lv er Jacket'' is dead . • ..• • I went into th? newsagents and saw 
No. 38 on tl>a stand . , • •. my eye caught the heading of the Editorial: 
'Fare well to the Silver J acket• •• •• • 

I read on: 'Well, boys , I' m sorry to say this is goodbye. This 
is the la st i ssue of our magazine . We've done everything we could to 
keep it going , but the ba ttl e is over. Id> want t o t hank all you 
l oyal readers who have bought and kept every issue - but the troubl e 
has been th at there have not been enough of you . Perhaps when you are 
all grown men in about 20 years ' time, this country wil l have a lar ge 
enough popula tion to support such a worthwhile publication , but not at 
present ' . .. .. 1Although the arti sts and writers work on tSilver Jacket " 
~~shed , i_!. will . 1.ever di e as long as a copy of our famous magazine 
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is found on thi s earth . If you are the proud owners of bound copies, 

do all you can t o keep them for all t ime . Then in years to come, when 

you have chi l dren of your o,m, you can show them the 111888Zine thet 

thrilled you in your youth. In that way our belo ved publicatio n wil l 

can-y on t!E good work it set out to do r i8ht from the be~. 

Goodbye, boys , and good l uck t o you all ' . 
A. D. GOP.FAIN, 

The Edit or, 
11Silver Jacket 11

• 

In thanking the artis t s , writ ers , etc ., he went on: 'Al so I cannot 

for get rrry dear fr iend Frank Richards, the wor l d •s greatest write r or 

schoo l s tori es ' . 

(!lard luck , Mr. Gorfain. It deserved a better fate. H.L.) 

THE ffllTH C. D. ANNUAL. Christmas is st ill a good way off , but f er 

reasons sta t ed in the C. D. a month or two ago we are anxious to IIIDI..0 

an early start this year . I am pl eased to say that contribut ors ha7e 

re sponded well t o my request , and sev eral articles are well on thei= 

way to canpletion. You will have the usual forms vi th t his :Issue and 

I shall be grateful if you would return t hem as quickly as possible . 

Yours sincere ly , 
HE:Rl!il!T L~ 

IIUIU U IIUII I.IIIIIIIIIIIU IIIINUIINll:IIIIIIIUIIIII NIIII llll lfl lll liCIUUIN llllU 

WA!lTED URCE!fi'LY: Nel son Lee Libs . Old Seri es , Nos . 1-103, 10'5-116, 119, 

121, 123, 126, 12~ 133, 137, 139, 142, 153, 166, 199, 240, 241, 244, 

2~ 250, 252, 253, ~290 . 295, 296, 298, 300, 302, 306, 300, 312, 314, 

318, 329, 332, 334, 337, 342, 344, 345, 348, 350 , 353, 355, 357 , 358, 36 
363, m, 389, 390, 394, 398, 407, 410, 423, 435, 441, 443, 445, 451, 45 

4~60 , 467, 470, 483, 501, 505, 544, All or any of the above ac cepte 

if in good condit ion . No rubbish, pl ease. lEUiARD THORNE, 1231, 

WARm! AVEJIUE, SCARBOROUGH, Olfi'ARIO, CANADA. 

12 Col:lic Li fe 1917 - 1919, 12/ -; 12 Union Jacks 1905 - 1910, 2/6 ~; 

Nugge t Lib . Pet e r Flint 292, 298, 304, 2/6d each ; Boys ' Friend 3d . 

No. 33, bound, 7/6d ; No. 72 Blake , and 218 Ferrers Lord 4/- each. 

W. CLOUGH, 3, FONTBILL GROVE, SAIE, MANCIIESTIB. 

~ . "Jac k of all Trades• , School boys ' Own, Populars . 

38, ST. THOMAS ROAD, PRESTON. 
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(lfote: Here is another inter esting ertic l e by 76 year ol d Dick 
r.i l ton who wrote "Brilliant Blake" and "In the Dear Old Days of the 
Dreadfuls", H.L.) 

G. W. R. REYNOLre. Early Vict orian Uriter of "THRILLERS" 

- by-

Di ck Milton 

The eldest son of a post - cap t ain in the navy, George William 
McArthur Reynold s was born at Sandwich on July 23rd , 1814. After 
att ending an elementary S!,_lDol at Ashford , he entered the Royal 
l'.ilitary College at Sandhurst, February , 1828, but, possessing littl e 
taste for anny life, he abandoned a military career far the more care
fre e existence of oontinental travel, whereby he acquired a wide know
ledge of French life and literature, which afterwards had a great in
fluence upon him both as a politician arxl novelis t , 

Reynolds ' natural bent was towards literature, and in 1835, he 
published his first novel, "The Youthful Imposter 11

, an effort · in sen
eati onal f i ction. In 1839 his "Modern Literature of France", a dis
criminating study of living French authors, gave a further fillip to 
hi.a growing r eputation as a writer of uncommon power. Then followed 
a long series of rcmances, novels , and other works: "Pickwick Abroad" 
(which many famous critics considered to be worthy of Dickens) , "Grace 
Darling*1, "Robert Ma.eaire in F.ngland", '!Alfred, or a French Gentleman •s 
Adventures 11, 

11Master Timothy's Bookcase", etc . 

About 1846 Reynolds became edi t or of "The London Journal ", in 
whic h was published his sensational "Mysteries of London". The same 
year the first number of a si.inilar peri odical, "Reynolds Miscellany ", 
appeared with a portrait of the editor as front piece. During the 
twenty- three years of its is sue, i eynol ds wrote a l ong succession of 
dramatic tales for it. In 1847 he also issued a number of sensat i onal 
novels in illustrated weekly numbers, which became so popular that they 
were bought up even before the printed shoats were dry. 

Since 1840 Reynolds had interested hime l f in polit i cs and for a 
time had charge of the foreign int e lligence depar1'nent of the London 
Dispatch, his wrlc being conducted in full end out-spoken sympathy 
with cont inental revolutionar., movements, his criticism of Louis-
l'hillipe being strongly pronounced. In 1848 he made his firs t 
appearance i n public as a political leader , A meeting in Trafalgar 
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Square ·,as called for March 6th to demand the r epeal of the Income Tax . 

The chartists decided t o elicit from the gathering a vote in favour of 

the revolution in Paris, In spite of the government declaring the 

meetin8 illegal, it was held nevertheless , Reynolds being voted to t he 

chair . After an eloquent address, t he resolution was put and carr i ed , 

the orator, amid cheering and acclaim , being escorted along the Stran d 

to his residence in \;lellingto n Street , from the balcony of vhich he 

addressed his riotous supporters. Reynolds thus definitely allied h:iJ> 

se lf with the chartists , and was at once accepted as a leader . On 

March 13t h he presided at a demonstration on Kennington Common to ex

press sympathy with the French revo luti onists , and in the national ccn

vention of chartists vhich met in the John Street Institution on April 

4th, he represented Derby . Reynolds also eJl8llged in the a1Tsngcmcnts 

for tm great meeting on Kenningt on Common on April 10th of the same 

year, which, however, proved a fiasco . 

During the Spring of 1850 he addressed numerous meetingS in the 

Midlands, and North of England am in Scotlan d. His polit i cal ac-

tivi ties were many in subsequent years, his l ast connection with 

chartism being in 1856, when he va s Chairman of the Fergus o •connar 

monument comni ttee . 

Raynolds • l a ter years were almos t exclusively devoted to jounia 

lism mid novel writing . It vas on May 5th , 1850 that he published fae 

first number of "Reynolds Weekly Newspaper" , Price 4d. The new paper 

becane at once th e mouthpiece of republican and advanced working,-class 

opinion . To its production Reynolds dovoted himself during the last 

twenty years of his busy life and except through 1 ts widely read 

columns did not appear much in public , 

Ml a writer of raoance he challen&ed the popularity and supremacy 

of G.P .R, Jomes, the latter's literary output being equally prolific as 

Reynolds ' , but l acking th> dramatic quality of his r ival . In his 

writineS, too, Reynolds aimed at social reformation, as witness the 

powerful esse,ys interspersed with his fictional narratives in 

"11.ysteries of London", the "Court of London", and also in the peges of 

his numerous novels and romances. As an orator he was intense , power-

ful and declamatory , his remarkable gift of colourful language, ns 

exa:iplified in his books , standing him in good stead . It was in 

Woburn Square, London, that he resided during the latter years of his 

li fe , and where he died Ju.'le 17th, 1879 , aged sixty five . 

Reynolds ' tales, romances and periodicals ore still sought after 
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am read by the older goneration of book enthusiasts end collectors , 

their rarity f etching high prices among deal ers . The vri ter of t hese 

lin ee, himse lf en omnivorous render of mid-Victori.on lite ra ture, has 

hnd every one of Reynolds ' books , without exception , pass through his 

bands , ct.u-ing the l 88t forty years , end makes bold t o assert that , in 

canpar i so n vi th sane of the cheap volumes exposed for sa l e and labelled 

"thrillers", tho works of G.ll .R. Reynolds , are veritable works of art, 

BLBJ(/BJVB 
Conducted by JCSEPIIIllE PACKMA,'I 

27, Archdale Road. Fast Dulvich . London S, E. 22 

sane tv o or three months ago I though t the S .B.L' s vere going frQ!I 

bad fo worse - but th e worst was yet i:o cane ! On r eading this month ' s 

s t ories I had a real shock ! Afte r 60 years or more in Bcl<er Stre et 

Sexton Blake has removed t o Berkeley Square . He """ has a sui t e of 

offi ces in one of those new blocks - ell glass ano chromium plate -

compl ete with a young l edy Receptioni st and di tto Secre tary. There 

is also a C8Jl8ble middle-aged l edy - Miss Pringle - vho l ooks after 

them al l . As for Tinker - he is r el egat ed to th e background and no,, 

almost a nonent it y , whi le Pedro is not even mentioned in the se t-up. 

I t is obvio us that this is th e vork of th e nev S.B.L. Editor , because 

both of this month ' s iss ues introduce the nev charac t ers and surroun-

di ngs althoug h writ t en by (p resumed) different authors . I Biil nov 

wonderi ng h<M' our old friends Rex llardinge , John Hunter, A. Pars ons , 

II . Tyrer, etc ., vill r eac t t o the new frs:ievork . llill t!E y adspt 

themsel ves t o the modern set -up or v ill t hey caeae to wri te fo r the 

Library? They aay 'A New Broom SweeJl8 Clean'; it remains t o be seen 

whether it does or not in this case ! For those who vis h to •read ell 

about it ', t he det ails are to be found in S.B.L . No. }59 "Frightene d 

Lady" (poee 32). 

And now forgot the present and ' TUrn Beck the Clock • vi th Eric 

Copeman. 
Joeie Packman. 
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TIJRN BACK THE CLOCK 

by Eric Copeman 
····· · •;,;11111•11111111 

The date : 1st January, 1956 . New Year ' s Day. 

I thought it might be a good policy to "start t he yea:r with 
Blake" and, in a fit of nostalgia, went be.ck over the shelves con
t aining my Sexton Blak e Libraries and eventual l y sel&cted a yarn called 
"The Case of the Mummified Hand". The title intrigued me and also 
the cover , Also th e date of publication: 27th February, 1926 . Just 
on 30 yea:rs ago! 

What ' s more, I hadn ' t read it. In 1926 I was too yo,mg to 
appre ci at e Bl ake. I began to take an intelligent in t er es t in the Man 
from Baker Street in 1929 with "Union Jack " No. 1330 entitled "The 
Green Flash" (it was a good yarn and made me vant to read more about 
Blake, though I've never been able to l earn who wrote i t!) My 
collection nO'o goes back t o 1919, though unfortunately, there ar e s till 
many gaps . 

But back t o "The Case of the Mummified Hand". I felt I was 
really " turning back the clock " . The cover was promising. Blake 
l ying on the floor , his gun knocked fran his hand and beyond his reach 
and Tinker at the door , horrified . In the words of the author, 
"Bl ake •s motionless boey l ay spraw l ed out like one dead . Over him, 
and ,a th open jaws at his throat , was a great black jungle beast • •• 
one of tba terr i bl e black leopards occasionally to be found in Arabia 
and the dense bush of Somaliland and Abyssinia ." 

Good s tuff! So it should be, for the author was none other than 
the late George Hamil ton Teed, and the setting was Mademoiselle Yvonne 
Cartier ' s duplex flat at Queen Anne ' s Gat e . The cover illustra t ion , 
incidentally , was the work of Arthur Jones. 

I confess I approached the yarn a little doub t fully. Nostalgi a 
was all right but could I honestly enjoy it as I would have done 
twenty years ago when I used to eat most of my meals with a Blake yam 
beside ma? Possibly the sty l e would be dated, stiff or pedantic . 

Shame on me for even thinking such things! It wasn •t long 
before I forgot all about style, cast al l th oughts of the technical i
ties of writing to one side, and began to revel in a good well ,- to l d 
yarn which gave me the OpPOrtuni ty to meet a lot of people I look on 
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as old friends. Not only Blake and Tinker, but Prince Menes, The 
Bl ack Eagle, Prince ilu Ling, The Three Musketeer s , Matthew Cardol ak, 
Madame Goupol is , Doctor Huxton Rymer, Mary Trent , Mademoiselle Yvonne 
end 11Uncle 11 John Graves . Quit e a gallery. And when I said 11fri ends 0 

I meant i t , Across Blake • s at nge many of them appeared as cr ooks but 
looking back now, I think of trem as actors playing a part , a part 
whi ch gave (and s till gives) a l ot of rea der s a lot of joy. And now 
all of them are gone and are but memori es . George Marsden Pl Ul!lller 
t ook a prominent part in the yarn t oo and th ough he and Rymer 
featured in s tories written after 1929 , most of t he other characterS I 
first met originally, as i t were in "retro spect 11, f or their talcs had 
been told bef ore I fir s t s et eyes on that momentous 11Green Flash 11 in 
the "U.J . " in 1929. 

I ' ve no intentio n of telling t he plot of the s tory but I can't 
help commenting on the highl ight s : 
1, A shrivelled, withere d Ill1.Dillllified hend which came in a cardboard 
shoe box with the la bel of a well- known Bond Street shoemaker on it 
e.nd ad.dressed t o Yvonne . Anna, Yvonne •s maid, opened tiV3 box - - ~ 
and the hand tri ed to strang l e her! Teed says : "The heavy dull red ~ 

spots on Anna's throat l ooked as if they had been caused by the violent 
pressure of human fingers". But aft er Blake has seen end examined tte 
hand, he says ( to anot he r old fri endj Sir George Saddler , other.nse 
Jlsui - fsi, the Mystery Man of 'Frisco : "We have here a mUl!lllified hand 
which is abso l ut ely impregnated with old Egypt, Not only has it lain 
for thousands of years in such an atmosphere, but I should not be sur 
prised if it did not once belong to a priest of the myster ious Order 
of Ra. Take such an objec t and bring to bear upon i t a ll the art or · 
hypnotic concent rat i on of which the pri ests of that Order are masters , 
convey it into the hands of the person whom it i s des i red to r eac h and 
take into account th e supcrStitious mentality of the average layman re
i;arding mummies and such thill8S - end there you have an idea l subject 
(for lzypnotism) rith the correct train of tho"8ht alr eaey started , 
Then the project i on of the astral command thro"8h space, concentrated 
on t he subject , and I do ver ily believe that a state of complete 
hypnosis could be established as ea s il y as if th e operator were 
prese nt in physical perSon, , • , . , , , I am not dealing with the super-
natural , I leave tlBt to others . I am dealing wi th scientific fact. 
I am not sugges ting that the mummified hand sprang at the girl •s 
t hroa t and tri ed to throttle her . What I do suggest i s that the 
choking was done while it was held in her hand -- that i t was she , 

__ under hypnotic control, who lifted it t o her thro at" , 
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Melodramatic? Maybe. But after reacting that far, I had no 
desir e to put the book down. Not only was Teed giving me a grand 
gall ery of char ac t ers but he was throwing a fascinatin g plot in for 
good measure. 
2. In hi s article in "Collector ' s Digest" No. 107 , Derek Adley says 
of Doctor Huxton Rymer, 11he was a complete out- and-out crook and a. dead
ly foe, but one story published in the "Union Jack" ("The Case of t he 
Stricken Outpost " ) proved tiBt he was not without honour". 

"The case of th e Mumnified !land" seoonds Derek ' s remarks. Rymer 
and Mary Trent arrive on Blake ' s doorst ep l ate at night. Rymer is 
wounded .and Mary begs that Blake l et them in . Blake is sus pi cious 
but tells Rymer that if he is really wounded his wounds must be atten ded 
to befo r e anything else . So Rymer comes openly into Blake ' s ve ry home 
and his reason there i s to warn Blake (and he has not only been wounded 
but has risk ed his own life t o do so) that a group of organi sed crimin 
al s led by Prince Menes has determined that Blake must be killed . And 
Rymer' s reason for doing this? He wanted t o repsy Blake for allowing 
him t o sl id e out of a nasty business on th e China Coas t not long befo re : 
So tm.t even with crooks of Rymer's calibre , 11one good turn deserves 
anottern! 
3. Even Geor ge Marsden Plummer is not without his loyalties. Working 
under the Egyptian, Princ e Menes , he begins to make trouble when Menes 
talks of killing lluxton Rymer if he approeches Blak e . PlUl!lller woul d
n ' t s t am for that, as Rymer was his friend and partner . 

No wonder we still talk so much of these old - time char acters and 
rue th e ir departure from tre pages of th e Blak e books. Even the worst 
of them were not all bad and had thei r appeal, otherwise they would have 
been despat ched to their ultimat e destination much sooner . 

I betr ay none of the plot of the s t ory when I ssy it bas its 
share of thrills and excitement, thoughtful observations and intense 
action, fantastic happenings , shootings and pl ottings. In many ways 
it could easily have been written today , rather than thirty years ago , 
as it has a background of uprisings and dissention in Morocco , China 
and F.gypt . Even now when you read Teed you don ' t fe el " behind the 
times!" 

Interspers ed throughout the plot, too , arc facts, one of these 
being the grim incident in Egypt when two Britons wer e cut to pieces 
in a certain town up the Nile, and their fl esh so l d in t he native 
bazaar as 1•good British meat ! " A similar fat e was intend ed, in ciden
tally , far Sexton Blake! 

And t hen of course, there ar e litt l e tender pss3SB<>s hinting of 
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the depth of Blake• s regard for Yvonne and IIIBking him strangely enough 
more st rongly human than ever, One scene near the end where Bl ake 
and Yvonne talk together draws this cO!llllent from Teed: "What was said 
between trem was for themsel ves and no ot hers, but it was a very quiet 
Yvonne who followed Blake to the lower floo r, keeping close to him" . 
And Blake only makes his final explanations after 11he carried Yvonne in 
his ams and placed her on tie couch . Blake bu.sied himself over her , 
revealing, far him, an extr aordinary amount of solicitude , She 
obeyed him meekly, and he vas sitting on the side of tie couch vith 
one hand protectingly over hers when Graves arrived" . A few minutes 
l ster, Tinker indiscreetly comt!ents on a box of Yvonne I s cigarettes 
Blake has just taken from a drawer to offer her. "The guv •nor al
ways keeps a box of those in the desk't, ho blurts out. "Blake 's 
fingers fumbles a little ..... Yvonne sho t a l ook at Tinker, th en 
soiled softly to herself •• • •••• •• .• " 

And now, what have we? 
Yvonne and her creator hove gone . Blake carTi es on, though 

many of his most formidab l e opponents (or rather, .l!!ll have gone too. 
But what we must be grateful for is that he does ca:rry on , when so 
many of hi e contemporaries have 'perished by the wayside ". l'.aybe 
we think of G. H. Teed, Gwyn Evans , Gilbert Chester, Coutts Brisbane, .. , 
Robert Murray, Anthony Skene, Pierre Quiroule , Hark Osborne , Lewis 
Jackson, Paul Urquhart , Jolm G. Brandon and the rest and say "the 
best is past 11

• 

Well , maybe ~ of the best is past , 
But why be pessimistic about it? I l oved the wor k of the olde r 

school of Bleke writers, but I al so love tm new writers , I am 
reading now an excellent Indian Blake adventure by Anthony Parsons . 
I did like the work of Walter Tyrer, J ohn Drummond, Rex llardinge , 
Jolm Hunter and Hugh Clevely . Rex lla.rdinge is one of the older 
school , but i s inc l u:led with the newer writers because he i s still 
writing Blake adven t ures. Let ' s be thankful t int these men are 
carrying on end if perhaps some of the ol d- time traditions have been 
nouted, l et ' s remember that Blake isn •t the only one who has changed 
since World War II. He may have changed but he is alive. That' s 
tie important thing . 

But he '11 only stey alive so loJl8 as we give our support . 
I enjoyed "turning back the clock", and I ' 11 think of "The Case 

of the Mummified Hand" (S .B.L. Second Serie s, No. }5) as a happy am 
nostalg i c interlude . It is easy to throw brickbets and give bouquets . 
It isn ' t so easy to accept the fac t s of a changed generation and" 



more modern Blake. 
Maybe he has gained more than he has lost. Who are we to say? 

He •s been my friend for twenty - seven years and I •m sticking to him to 
the end. 

And I hope the md isn ' t in .!!!.1l generation! 

(The author of "U.J ." No. 1330 "The Green Flash" was - GWYN EVANS. 
Josie P . ) 

U?iION JACK TITLES - YEAR 1919 (July - December) 

No. 821 The Mystery of ~ Island (Lawless) 
" 822 The Smoke Signal (Lawless) 
" 823 The Case of the Car Copers ( Car lac) 
" 824 The Diamond of Disaste r (Crim . Con. ) 
" 825 The Case of the Decoy (Kestrel) 
" 826 The Case of the Blank Cheque 
" 82'7 The llorld Tour Swindle (Nantucket) 
" 828 The Oil Seekars 
" 829 Sinister Island ( Crim. Con.) 
" 830 The Man from the Sea ( Crim. Con.) 
" 831 The Valley of ttie Missing Men 

(Tinker' s Letter File, introducing Lee & Nipper) 
" 832 The False Clue 
" 833 The Riddle of the Rect or ' s Wife (Kestre l) 
" 834 The Great House-FUrcbase Fraud 
" 835 The Case of the }lormon Son 
" 836 The Case of the Four Detectives (Kes trel) 
" 8'37 A Duel to t he Death (First Zeni t h) 
" 838 The Trail in the Sand (Crim. Con.) 
" 839 The Case of the Missing Goalkeepe r (Carlee) 
" 840 The Mystery of the Salt Mine 
" 841 Mr. Smith of London (Crim . Con. & Yvonne) 
" 842 The Tenth Case (Zenith) 
" 843 The Is l e of Revenge (Kestrel) 
" 844 The Han in Motl ey (Zenith ) 
" 845 Presumed Dead 

A. Murray 
A. Murray 
A. Murray 
R. Murray 
L. Jackson 
W. ~!. Graydon 
A. Hurray 
V. M. Graydon 
R. Murray 
R. Murray 
E. S . Brooks 

? 
L . Jackson 
A. Murray 
A. Murray 
L . Jackson 
A. Skene 
R. Nurray 
A. Murray 
M. Pool e 
R. Murray 
A. Skene 
L. Jaclcso n 
A. S'J<ene 
M. Poole 

" 846 The Mystery of Fiume 
(Number 821 is da t ed 5th July , 1919 , 
27th Dec ... ber, 1919). 

w. M. Graydo n 
and number 846 is dated 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

By J. R • Murtagh I N"" Zealand 

Here's a true story of a dream come true - almost, and then turned into a nigh1mare . I'll give you all the facts and leave you 
to form your own conclusions. 

On the 12th of March, 1956, I received a letter fro m a Mr. 
Kingsley , "Cr""II" Cottage•, Clapgate, 1/i,,borne , Dorset , ~· 
Briefly , it said "I can let you have Nelson Lee Libraries (Old Series) 
lios. 15, 16, 17, 27, 40 , 49, 50 , 59, 64 ,65,68,7},75, 78, 92, at the rate of 1 for every } that you send of following (here followed a lis t 
of soco 70 Lees he wanted in first 200 , he also wanted any Nuggets). 
This was a reply to my requirements listed in the "llho ' s \Ibo" in the last Annual in which I offered } Lees for every one of my wanted 
numbers. 

I replied at once sta ting that I could supply 21 Leeo ond 2 
Nuggets . I enclosed 20/ - and asked him to sen d 9 of my wanted Lees for above and to hold balance of Oii wants and advise me of aey other 
boys ' pepers he 'd accept for the balance of my requirements. I l post ed this letter on 12th March, 1956, Back comes a reply on 29th 
March, written on 20th March, he listed a whole lot more wants in-
cludin& Monster Libraries, for which he offered 2 Lees - also he ad-vised he could 31.lpply more of my wanted Lees, making a total of 17 
now. (Alriost too good to be true it see,aed to tte). Here's saw 
extracts from his letter, "yes , I rill be glad to let you have the 
Lees Old Series'' (hers he listed the m.anbers I wanted, followed by a list of the ones he wanted me to send , stating) "I cannot afford the 
luxury of having the m sent to me by Air Mail however", "I have more of your listed wants available so I'll list thsm herewith and await your reply, then I can send them all off together Air Mail, as you reques t. 
Please get mine of f as soon as you can, von•t you, as it '11 take a 
long time to get hero sea mail." He finisbad his letter vith this 
P .s., "let me !mow es soon es possible so I can get yours off to you . Anytru.ne I ' ve listed vill be acceptable on the terms I quote so if 
you egroo to tba terms end have sufficient suitable items , there is no need to quocy first . " 

I replied at once on the 29/}/56 stetin8, "I am sending off to 
you a parcel containing from your went list: 4 Mooater Librar i es , 
2 Nu.;gcts , 21 Nelson Lees" (listed ell the numbers between 1 and 201) . 



I went on to say "Please send in return as agreed the following , 17 
Ol d Series Nel son Lees - Please send the m by Insured or Registered 
Air Mail post; I have already sen t you a £1 f or postage, if it comes 
t o more advise ce and I ' ll Air Mail the balance" . 

Tao weeks or so later I received a letter from Kingsley breaking 
to me the sad news - here I s one or two extracts from it, "thanks for 
your l ett er, I expected a reply to my lett er of 2oth March by April 
t he 2nd or }rd at the l atest, which in my estimation should have given 
you 3 or 4 days at loast , to reply in; actually, I gave you 'til 6th 
Apri l, t hen as I had to go up town j ob-hunting , I told my rife if any 
callers came after Old Boys' Books she could l e t those go I had put on 
one side for you, if she was offered a good price, which she was . I 1ve 
had so many people chen8e th eir minds after saying they 'd take !)8%'
ticular items tha t I presumed you must have chen8ed your mind. I know 
you sent a pound postal not e for posta ge , but that wasn' t a depo si t and 
if you had chan,led your mind I ' d have had to return same. I ' ve had it 
happen before , see . (He forge t s he instructed me to get his parcel in 
the mail a t once - or does he? ) AB regards t hose you ' ve sent me I ' ll 
send you anot her ol d Lee i n lieu of each Lee you were expecting from 
me. (This means he is sending me Lees , any old numbers that I don ' t 
require . ) I will se nd them surface mail, you obviously won' t want ce 
to send them air mail! and return herewith a 15/- postal note. I have 
deducted 5/ - from th! £1 you sent for the pos tage of t he parcel s urface 
mail ." (Very nic e , I ' m get ti.n& a parcel of Old Lees I don ' t want and 
have the added pl easure of paying th! postage even t hough I paid the 
postage on the parcel to him). 

Well , readers and friends there • s the sad sto ry and I l eeve it 
to you , as the title says "What Do You Think?" 

Ther e ' s one ray of sunshine , but i t ' s certainly not shining on 
frie nd Kingsley - you could even call it an O. llenry ending. 

Our friend seemed so keen for me t o get th e stuff in the mail to 
him, before he sen t anything, t hat I took one simpl e precau t ion , which 
I did not mmtion t o him . I addressed t he parcel to Mr. Kingsl ey, 
c/o Herbert Leckenby , et c . The ide a, of course , being that as soon 
as I received Kin;!sley • s Air Mail parcel of Lees , I would a ir mail 
Herb. advising him to send the parcel on to Kingsley. 

However, on being advised by Kings l ey I'd mis sed the bus , ho 
didn ' t know it , but he missed the bus t oo, as I at once air mailed 
Herb . t o return my parcel when it arrives. I have not replied to 
Kingsley's l6s t lett er, and he . no doubt , eagerly await s th e mail each 
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day now looking for the parcel. He' s sure going to have a long 
wait. AB for the parcel he says he hss sent me - when and if it 
arriv es I will be glad to return it to him if he will pey the postage 
and re-imburse me for the various postages I have had over this 
deal - wouldn •t you do the same, r eaders? 

In conclusi on, here's the tees Old Series I sti ll want , Nos. 
4, 7, 16, 17, 31, 40, 64 , 65 , 68, 69, 71, 73 , 75, 76, 78 , 82, 88, 
92. I still off er 3 for each one of above. 

Jack Murtagh, 

509, Selwood Road, Hastings, 

New Zealand. 

(Note: Pir. Kings l ey lives in a qUiet country lane off the main road, 
and it is hard to visualise a procession of Lee enthusias t s t alcing 
the trail in tha hope of being lucky. 

Jack's otter of three for one is a generous one, ancr i t stends 
to , common sense that he has a right to expect the nunbera he asked 
f<lr · anly . 

Tiio other mcmbars have bad somewhat unsatisfactory deals with 
:'Ir • . tings.le y, but too trifling to give in detail. H.L.} 

~ nu I ..... ,. ••• UIIIII •••••••••••• U •••• llllllll • •••• ••••11• .. ..... I IUII 

SC'!!X•T, mIEND WEEJCLY. Wanted .!!!J.1l issues for 1919, 1920, and 1921 
or:..,. Oddments or runs welcaned. L. PACK!IAN, 2:1, ARCHDALE ROAD, 
.PST OOLWICH, LO!IDON S.E . 22. 

A}IE!UCAN COLLl'X:TOR wishes to purchase old dolls and ol d buttons, 
18th a.'ld 19th centuries . Any amount. Write: THEO. OLBER'.1', 
J'ALAi&.AL!lffiT I.E.R. VILLE fflANCHE, SUR Mm, A.M. fflANCE. 

WAN!'ED. School Friend Annual, years 1928, 1929 and 1930. Your 
pric e. paid. LEONARD PAOOlAN, 27, ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST Dt'I,11ICH, 
LOtl])(JI S .E. 22. 

URGEllT. Many Sexton Blake Libs. wanted (1st and 2nd se ri es) complete 
with covers. Serial numbers, series and price please. Also any 
Union Jacks in good condition for thB years 1917, 1918. JOOIE 
PAC'i<MAJ!, 27, ARC!IDALE ROAD, EAST DUL11ICH, LONDON S.E.22 . 

FOR SALE: MAGNETS l!os. 1299 to 1350, 2s. each . S.O.L . 2s. esch . 
~ MAGNETS Nos. 1351 t o 1390. 
ii:""v."°ROBER'l'S, 12, CJ.JJRVIEV ROAD, STREATl!AM, LO!IJX)tl S.W.16. 



}J f) n1 J rs on H1n F1 
Compiled by Herbert Leckenby 

JOIDI ARI.OTT. l!A1'iILTON FAN. In the"!lews Chronicle " 26 .5.56 there 
appeared in 'John Arl ot t ' s Colunn ' the following very interesting 
paragrap~ . It ' s evident that the p1!J)Ul.ar broadcaster on many subjects 
was, in his youth, an avid reader of the stories of the t hree famous 
schools . 

"It was an antiquarian bookshop. Note - ANTIQUARIAN. The differ 
ence between an antiquarian bookshop and a second - hand booksh op is 
the same as tha t between an antiq ue shop and a junk shop . 

A bookish - looking m.an was leaning into a large box and, peeping 
over his shoulder, I saw he was sorting through a stack of t he boys ' 
papers of the early twenties - THE MAGNET, THE GEM, THE POPULAR, T"rlE 
BOYS' REAlll - the '!lite r ature" I was brought up on . 

There they were, my old favourites, pictured on the covers -
Harry llharton, Tom Merry , J imm.Y Silver - the Famous Five, the 
Fistical Four - and - ? Someone had been very careful wit h these , 
for they were as fresh and cl ean as when I firs t bought my copies of 
of th em 30-odd years ago. 
60 times 
~ much were they, I asked . "Two shillings each here ", he 
whispered, "but in some pl aces they are as much as ten shillings ." 
I ~ought ruefully of all the twopences, I spent on them, lit tl e 
realising that over the years their value would appreciate by 60 
ti.mes, as they became ra.ri ties, instead of the t reasured nonsense 
of l i ttle boys." 

I.en Paclanan wrote to him and r eceived a very cordial reply in 
which John Arlott revealed the address of the "ant i quarian bookshop " • 

Ill HAMILTON COONTRY. Browsing over t he lis t of C. D. sub scribe rs I 
was able to compile the following addresses with a touch of Hamiltoniana 
about them. 

Basi l Adam lives in ~ Street, Newcastle. 
Cyril Banks at~ . Huddersfield. 
'II. H. Broster in~ Cott age, K:iDver. 
Jack Corbett in .fill'.!!. Farm Road, Quinj;on, Birmingham. 
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Harry Dowler in~ Road, Lo~ight, Manchester. 
Miss r. B. Flinders in Conouest Close, Hi tchin. 
A, L. Hall in Compton Crescent , Leeds. 
Ron Hodgson in Silv er Street , Wakefield . 
David Harr i son (un t il re cmt ly ) in~ Mansions, West 

Wimbledon. 
T, Johnson in ~ Cottage, Raby Park, Neston . 
L. G. Kelshaw in Selby Avenua, Blackpool. 
c. J . Parratt, in Compt on Buildini!S, Gosmore Road, London, 
And John J ack ' s a bode is called Greyfr iars way up in Ayr, but I 

have e suspicio n that t here is more' design than coincidence • 
...,.....,_ 

DO YOU REMlliBIB? By Roger M. Jenkins 

No. 18 - Boys' Friends Nos. 1183=1188 

Mr, Bootl es was not th e only master t o be summarily dismisse d 
fr= Rookwood. The same fate befe ll his successor, Mr . Dalton, some 
three years af t er he had taken over the post of master of t he Fourth . 
Mr, Dalto n' s offence had been a refusal to cane tha entire form on the 
Head' s instructions, a hasty order giv en by Dr. Chisholm in a moment 
of wrath . !laving dismissed !Ir . Dal ton, the Head naturally assumed 
that the matte r was at an end, but he was soon dis illusion ed . He 
found the words "We want Dicky" painted on the glass panels of the 
bookcase in his study, and the same message was given to him verbally 
over th e te l ephone. Indiscipline became more an:! more pronounced, 
until finally, too new master of t he Fourth, an unpl easant gentleman 
by the name of Carker , was tarred an:! fe athered , for whi ch act of 
kw le ssness Jimy Silver was sentenced t o be expelled, and his 
associa te s were promised a severe fl ogging . 

This was the signal for a rebelli on, which t ook the fom of a 
barring - out on an island in the river Roke. ThiB theme was more 
fully develope d in the Magnet in th> famous Poppers Is land Rebell ion 
Series of 1934 but , wi thin t he limits of the shorte r sj>lce availab l e 
in the Boys' Friend, the original Rookwood vers i on was well executed. 
Tbe plot followed the usual, but nonetheless · exciting, lines: the 
Head made a fruitless demand that they should all surrender; a party 
of prefects found themselves overwb~ by the j uni ors; and a gang 
of toughs (hired by Mr. Carker ) would have been succe ss ful but for t he 
i ntervention of a third par ty (Mr. Dalton). In the end, it was Mr • 

. Dalton who was effect:ve in bringing tho rebellion to an end . 

·-
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This sel'ies was a part icul ar ly good illustration of Dr. Chisho lm' s 

charac t er. He was as ha.sty and as brusque as ever, yet there were a 
number of revealing in cid ents which rounded off his charac t er and 
brought him even more clearly to life. For instance , when Lovell was 
caugh t vi s itin g J immy Silv er in the puni shment roo m, the Head unexpect
edly stated that he could make allowance for Love ll's natural concern 
about a fri e nd under sentence of expulsion . Again , when llr. Carker 
insinuated that Mr. Dalton was pro bab ly encouraging th e rebe l s , Dr , 
Chish olm t old him in no uncertain terms that he could entertain no suc h 
suspicion of th e master he had dismi sse d. Similarly, when Peel e 
dese rted from the rebels, and offered t o show the Head a way to p en&
trat e t heir de fences, Dr. Chisholm asked him in a voice of t hunde r if 
Peel e was sugges ting tm t be make him an a ccompli ce in an act of 
t reachery. Final ly, when the rebellion was ove r, t he Head, without 
losing an inch of dignity, very graciously asked Mr. Dal ton if he would 
fa vour him by retuming t o his post as master of t he Fourth. The Head 
of Rookwood was not, perhaps , the id eal man fo r the position; on t he 
other hand, he was far from being a tyrant. Thi s Rookwood rebelli on 
se ries shews how r €1Darkably well Charles Hamilton succee ded in sketching 
the cmracter of a headmaster who was hasty and not ov c!'-consid erat e of 
th e f ee lings of oth ers , lofty and indiff erent t o th e opinions of his 
subordina t es, y et withal an hones t a nd a jus t man, ani fair according to 
hi s own li,1:hts. It i s doubtful wheth er quit e so convincing a pictur e 
has ever been drawn of a headmaster in facti on . The portraiture is 
re s trained ye t wholly credib l e . It is a pity that Dr. Chi sh olm was 
not a llow ed to f ea ture even more extensive ly in th e Rookwood s tori es , 

C. D. "RJINTERS" No. 1. Pro babl y the best poss ibl e score for this 
puzzl e was as fol l ows: -

Ryl combe 26; Wayland 22; Fi s h 10; Richards 26; Clifford 26 . 
Total : 110 . 

Several correct so lutions were rece ived, the first handled being 
from J. K. Margan , 58 , Moorfield Road, Liverpool 23, to whom a postal 
orde r f ar 5/- has been sent . 

concluded on Page 192 
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FOR S ALE CR EXCHANGE. Ma.:nets 1329, 1343, 1359, 1367. R.A. NICHOLIS, 
THE GREY HOUSE, STAUNTON LANE, WHITCHURCH, IRISTOL 4. 
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The objec t of th e game is t o score 
as many points as poss i bl e . Start 
wit h any letter and , moving from 
that sqtmre t o o:ny adjacent square , 
horizontally , ver t ical ly, or diag 
onally , spell out the longest word 
you can find. Make a note of the 
word and, in tm squares , cross out 
the letters you have used. Now 
l ook for another word and continue 
unt il th ere are no more words to be 

founa. It is not necessary to use all tlr l ett ers. Work out t he 
total number of poin ts you have scored . 
For a two-l ette r word co\lllt 1 point; for a three-letter word co\lllt 
3 points; f or four letters, 5 points; five l et ters , 7 points ; six 
l ett ers, 9 points. And so on, adding two point s for each additional 
l otter. CHARACTERS or PLACE-NAMES in connection with t he hobby count 
DOUBLE romrs. 
Writ e on a post card the words you have made , with the points th ey 
score , add your own llBl!le and address , and post t o the Edi tar. A 
postal orde r far 5/ - will be sen t to the sender of the fixst corre c t 
solu t ion rec ei ved. 

MY ALL-STAR CRICKET XI 
By Don Webster 

During the wint er seaso n we had a long controversy over sele cting 
tl1e al l- star Football XI to represen t our favourite schoo l s, s o with 
t he advent of the Cricke t season I think the t ime is opportune - par
ticularl¥ as we have t ha added attr actio n of the Aus tralians (and fine 
weather !) this swmner - to see ldlat tal ent we JX)Ssess at St. Jim's, 
Greyfriars and St. Frank ' s . 

Let's start with the batsmen; ve must have Harry 1/harton , 
reported to be t he best junior bat at Greyfriars. St . Jim' s can 
supply Tom Merry and Talbot in this ca tegory , an:i St. Frank• s provide 
Jimy Dodds ss a certainty for inclusion. With Smithy as probably 
t he best a ll-ro under, we now have five accredited batsmen, most of llhom 
can bowl more than a "it • 
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Bowlers, that 's easy ! It 's a quostio n of whom t o le ave out . 

take Inbry and Fatty Wynn, and Gresham from St . Frank ' s. These three 

with Smithy can bear the brunt of th e atteck . That ' s eight automatic 

choices so far, and if we give Hardy fra, St. Frank' s preference es 

wicket - keeper it •s because he is a good forcing bat , though it ' s with 

reluctance I ani t the dependable Squiff. Two place s to fill, oh 

dear, I •ve so many names left. llob Cherry, Harry lfoble, Nipper, Jack 

Blace, Figgy, Gussy, etc . I'm afraid I ' ll have to give Rookwood a 

miss this ti !!:e, so I'll put th! fo ll oving el even into the fiel d in 

betting order. 
1. T. Merry St. Jim ' s) 

2. H. Wharton Greyfriars) 
3. R. Talbot St . Jim ' s) 

4. J . Dodd St . Frank' s) 
5. H. Vernon Smith Greyfrisrs) 

6. E. O. llandfo r th St . Frank ' s ) 

7 . R. Cherry Greyf'riars) 

8 . G. Figgins st. Jim ' s) 

9. H. Gresham St . Frank' s) 
10. H. Singh (Greyfria.rs) 

11 . D. L. Wynn (St . Jim's) 

Seems a well - balanced tesm to me - good fie l ding side 

Merry as Skippe1? 

too . Tom 

MAGNET TITLES: (c ont ' d) 1569 Carter Takes The Count ; 1570 Bunter 

Gets The Boot ; 1571 Billy Bunt er's Twin; 1572 Goodbye GreyfriarS; 

1573 lloWld For The Wild Ves t; 1574 On The Texas Trail; 1575 Harry 

Whart on & Co. In Texas; 1576 The Schoolboy Rs.ng9-Riders ; 1577 

Ructions On The Ranch; 1578 A Prisoner In The Desert; 1579 A Raid 

On Kicking Ceyuse Ranch; 1 580 The Man With The Hidden Face; 1 581 

The Trai l -Thief ' s Secre t ; 1582 The Trail -Thief's Last Ride; 1583 

Bunter The !lyJnotist; 1584 Walker On The Warpath ; 1585 Five In A 

Fix; 1586 Up For The Sack; 1587 Punishing Ponsonby; 1586 Loder •s 

Unlucky Day; 1589 South Sea Advanturers; 1590 The Outcast Of Kalua ; 

1591 The Schoolboy Crusoes; 1592 The Beachcanber ' s Secret; 1593 The 

Scuttled Schooner; 1594 Adrift In The Pacific ; 1595 Big Chief Bunter; 

1596 The Casteways Of Cannibal Is l and; 1597 The Man Behind The Scenes; 

1598 Saved By A Foe; 1599 The lloy Who Wouldn't Be Tamed; 1600 The 

Rst Of The Remove; 1601 The Runaway; 1602 Tricky Tracy; 1603 The 

11,ystery Of !Ir. Quelch ; 1604 He Let The Sid e Down. 
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OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB 

LONDON SIDTIOll 

Stuay Number 6 , at 6 Pembroke Caroens in the Royal borough of 
Kensington was the scene of the June meeting of the club. It was 
very pleasing t o see our Herbert enj oying the company of his London 

friends and it must be said that it was a good tonic to him. 

!(eating f or the firs t time was Derek Adley of South Harrow and what 
wit h the wealth of sta ti stics that he bad with him and the wonderful 

account of Frank Vernon- Lay' s visit to E. E. Briscoe , the gathering 

was a r eally happy succes s . Roger excelle d in t he cater ing , some feed 
indee d, Quizzes, talks and debate s pl us the f oremention ed visit to 

t he famoue artist and the 11181\Y examples of his work that were shewn 
round cede t his meeting one more on th e roll of happy memories . Next 
meeting at Wood Green on Sunday, 15th July . 

UNCLE BENJAMIN 

NORTmJlN SIDTION IIEETINC, 9t h JUNE. 19'56 

This meeting was unique. Gerry and Mrs. Allison were absent . 
It was the fir st time Gerry had missed a meeting since the start of 
t he llort hem Section end almost the same goes for Mrs. Alli son . It 

did seem strange without them. Needless to sey , it was unavoidab l e. 
Another alJ:ost ever present, Bill Williamson, was also prevented from 
attending , so the company was les s than usual . 

It was Ernest l{hit ehesd 's evening. He had prepared his first 

Quiz, and it was a jolly BOod one entitled "By Their \lords Shal l You 
Know Them", fo rty favourit e sayings of favourite characters. He 
led off with obvious ones like "I say you fellovs" and "Hell o! Hello ! 

Hallo !" but as they progressed th>y eot more diff icult , n,pest , more 
difficult . 

J. Breeze Bentley and Jack (That Man Again) Wood tied with ;l2 

point s each and Ron Jlod8son thiru vi th 29. 
Molly Allison ably deputised for Mrs. All iso n at refre sllllents 

time and to fill in the r est of the evening I gave a spontaneous talk 

"Collec tors I Have Met". They wen, j 1.11t chosen at rsndom from my 

host of friends and I don •t think 81\Y of thElll would have minded what 
I sai d. 

Next meetinjt 1 14th July 1 1956. BERBE1IT ux:KENBY 
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MIDLAND SECTION MEE!'IllG, 28th MAY 

Business meetings are necessary and indeed al so valuable; but 
tile contrast between this month I s busine ss meeting and last month • s 
"Chapoa.n11 meeting was like unto the contrast between a banquet in 
Guildhall followed by being reduced to dining on bread and cheese I 

11Howsomedever" as old Iave Oke would say, we got through a lot 
of oocessary and useful business. 

Minutes were followed by a quotation from John Arl ott •s column 
in the "News Chronic le" on 26th May, in which he referred to pleasant 
memories aroused by seeing copies of the "Magnet" and "Gem" in a 
connoisseur antique shop . Pity he didn 't say where he saw these. 
Clearly however, he grea tly appreciates the 1«lrk of Charles Hamilton , 

Business proper began with the accounts, copies of which were 
circulated t o members by Treasurer Norman, We were very pleased to 
see the heal thy state of the finances . After discussion of various 
points , tre adoption of these accounts was moved with very apprecia t ive 
references to Norman's work, and carried with acclamation. 

After further discussions the re-e l ection of the officers was 
also carried. We were sorry to learn that Mrs. Brown felt impelled 
to resign fro m tlB committee on accotmt of pressure of othe r activities , 
and so did not seek re-electi on, I take this opportunity of r ecording 
our appreciation of rer se rvices in this capacity . We welc omed two 
newcomers to office ; namely, Mr, Ingram to the canmi ttee, and l-liss 
Russell as Librarian. 

Ju, is usual with the annual business meeting, we finished the 
evening with sundry discussions on such "'8tters as future organisation . 

EDWARD DA VEY 

MERSEYSIDE SEJ::TIOH MEm'ING 

Sunday. 17th Jun e , 1956 

There was quite a good attendance at Waterloo House for this 
meeting, ani the Chairman opeood by welcoming another new member, Mr, 
E. l/ , Staen from l(al l llSllY. This was followed by correspondence, cash 
report and announcements, and then the members got down to solving a 
Book Titl es Quiz, which was won by Bill Windsor with 23 out of 25 . 
Second place was shared by George Riley and John Burke with Peter 
Webster third, After tea and biscuits, during which the library did 
a brisk trade, the meeting terminated with a gene ral discussion. 

The next meeting will be held on Sunday , 8th July, at 6. '30 P:1Pr 
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whcn it is hoped "our Herbert" will be ablo to ettcnd, i n which 

event it will be •c, D." night, t . B. W • 

......... ... ............ .... ..... ... ..... ............ ,u.,, ........... . 

WANTED URGrnTLY, Nelson Lees (Old Series) Nos. 4 , 7 , 16, 17, 31 , 40 , 

64, 65, 68 , 69 , 71, 73, 75, 76 , 76, 62, 66 , 92 . Three for _2!!!! of the 

same series offered for aey of the above, JACK MI.RTAGH, 509 , SELWOOD 

ROAD, HASTDIGS, IIDI ZEALAND. 

WANTED Any Publicati ons containing reproductio n of Blackpool SUmer 

~y Footer , 1920. T. ARMITAGE, 20'i, BATLEY ROAD, ALVERTHCRFE, 

IIAKEFIELD, YORKS. 

FOR SJ.LE: Collectors ' Digest Annuals, 

Offers to: 

Bound: 1947, 1948, 1949 , 1950 
Unbound: 1949-54 

Bound Volume of C.D. Nos . 1-24, Nos. 24- 100 loose . 

Bound Volume Scoops . Nos. 1- 20. 
Approx. 20 Wild \/es t Weekly 
Goldhsv k and Mandeville Tom Merry Books. 
Bunter Books. Frank Ricmrds Autobioghaphy. 

Gem Nos , 220, 1338, 1506 and 302 Doubl e Xmaa No. 

Boys ' Friend Xmaa D/Number 549, 

Rovers, Adventures, llot spurs , Vizard.9, Knockouts - Period 

1947- 1950. 

P. J , CBECKLEr, 16 , TA.'lLDIC'ro!I ROAD, COUNDON, COVENTRY. 

...................................................................... 
~: 10 Magnets between (271-165) , 4/6 lot , 15 Nos. AMteur 

Photography 1944-1955 , 2 Motor Cycles 1954-1955, 6d . each. 

Pearson ' s lla8azine Vol, 1696 (Ceptain Kettle Stori es) , }/ 

~ : fo!a8nets and. S,O. L' s , Creyfriars, Rockwood, Crimsl ade . 

E. MACOVmY, 65, BEl'1'llAM STREm', BELFAST, NCl!TIIEJ!JI IRELAND. 

Advertise in the C. D. - 1d, per word. 
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.Nelson [ee 

eo lumn 
by JACK WOOD 

NCSTAW, 328, Stock t on Lane, 
YORK 

Owing to the l ength of a very fine article, I am handing over the 
whole of my allotted spac e to an old friend of ours this month. Here 
then, is the story of a fami l iar Nel son Lee series, recall ed by Jamee 
Cook, 

THE !'.CIRDANIAN EPISODE 
by 

James ll. Cook 

Usually, w!len the boys of St . Frank ' s re turn ed from adventures 
overseas, th~ matte r ended th ere and then, but I have been reading one 
particular series where enemies, which had been made abroad , continu ed 
to thr eaten afte r the St . Frank 's crowd had got back to England ! 

I don't think this has happened before in any of the othe r series 
in the Nelson Lee Library , or in any of the companion papers , 

It i.s most unusual , and rather refre shing , when one considers the 
deligh t ful impudence of E. J. Brooks in giving his readers a double 
dose . 

I refer to th e Mordanian series which started in April , 1921 , 
Lord Dorrimore was giving one of his famous parties at Dorrimore 

Hall in SUfi'olk and at 7 o I clock one mooring, s ixteen juniors togethe r 
with Nelson Lee and Lord DQrrimoro j ourneyed to an aerodrome to board 
t he Suffolk Queen "a magnifi cient rigid vessel which was purchased 
fro m tte government by the East Anglian Aircraf t Co. Ltd , , and was 
t o be used fer passenger traffic." 

All t h, St . Frank's crowd had been invited by Captain Nason V. C. 
on the trial tr ip to London, but only sixteen boys desired to go, 

The airship had commenced her trip in J)P.r fe-,t s tyl e . She bad 
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loft the gro\Uld gracefully and t.ad SWU!l{! over tho ao:-odr:r.:ie, rising 

higher o.nd highe r as she circled , 
And thon, vi th all her engines hum:ling, sbe had set off for 

London - o. tri=pll of aerial construction . 
Those juniora, mo had remained behind wandered ho-• they could 

spend tho day with nearly all th:l f ellow s away. Then some dark 

clouds had been noticed - a stor m was coming up. Thunder sounl.ed and 

the storm burst in all its fury , 
The Suffolk Queen was farced t o r eturn , but before the airship 

could re ach the ground a tremendous wind squall had come sweeping 

across the ground and lifted the airship as tholll!h it had been a 

feather . Tl>:, rear part had been lift ed high by the wind end vi th 

t=ndous farce it came crashing dovn, si:,.oshing the two roar power 

cara to smithereens end rendering the airship absolute ly helpless . 

Aro then, oor,pletely in tm control of the sudden squall, the airahip 

vas torn away fran the scores of men vho held her , end sent careering 

aloft , high in th e air . Missing the great harJ8ar by inches she 

swooped upwards and vas swallowed up in tlD dense thunder clouds, 
Tho Suffolk Queen had gone; vanish ed into the clouds Iii th all 

her engines disabled end her rudders end elevators out of action . 

Four hours later not a sin81e word hod oome in . Nobody knew 

what had he.ppened to the airship and her crew and passengero . 

Tl>:, anxiety at the aerodrome was overwhelming. Telegrams and 

wireless messages were sent all over the country fo r infonnation 

should tho disabled monster be spotted, 
But there was no sign of the airship. le.tar on news came in that 

it was signted at a great height over Dutch territory, 8 or 10 ,C<Xl f eet 

up, drifting helplessly and making far the direction of c;onnany. 

After that, h\Uldreds of people had seen it making for Bavaria . 

Too next messaao stated it was drifting out to sea ! And then -

silence . 
A cabl e froi, Brindisi announced that airship wreckage had been 

sighted and investigations mado, The Suffolk Queen, it was confirmed, 

was a total wreck and sinking rapidly , 
Tt.e most api:aling news of all was that nobody had been saved . !lot 

o living soul had been seen on t ile wrecka&e or near it . The Suffolk 

Queen after drifting right across Europe had come dovn in tho Adriati c, 

Everybody on board had perished - everybody had gone down! 

And all those in Dorri.more Ball voro stunned - almost spee chl ess 

with horror, In spite of all their hopes this was the result, 

Clopson sum:nari.scs the general f ee ling of ghastly loss vhon in a 
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whisper he says "Dead! Good Heavens! Nipper, Sir Monti.a, Hanr.1£orth, 
!'a·, Lee - all of them! They •,·o gone do,m - gone into tl ,c wat er -
gone -! 11 He broke off , his voice choking , and, in f ront of every -
body he commenced sobbing l ike a child! 

But by great good fortune a schooner had come along and butted 
int o the submerge d airship . 

Every body had coll ect ed ont o t he platfonn at the top and all th ey 
had to do was t o flounder over the huge envel ope of th e airship and 
climb on board . 

Thus, when l ater tre air ship w.:is seen sinkine with no s i gn of life 
it was ass1.m1ed all had gone down with her . 

The schooner i s a mystery ship - a deee rted vesse l, but in fine 
condition, 

The great sai l s were in t act and the decks, although not part ic
ularly tidy were fairly cl ean , and perfectly dry , Al togeth er the 
thre e-ca ster sc hooner was a gift from Heaven . Aboard, lfelson Lee , 
Lord Dorrimore and Captain Mason , held a confe re nce on the subject . 
11Well, of course , its deucedly mysterious 0 sai d Lord Dorri.more , 11I 'm 
not get ting awey from that, Lee, How on earth did it happen that 
t hi s schooner was floatin g about the Adriatic - withou t a soul on 
board.?11 

"That is a mystery which I should lil<e to ge t to too bottom cf" 
sai d Lee slo wly, "so far as I can disc over, this vesse l is a Greeit:. 
\fe found he r with sa ils fully se t, and without any liv ing beine an 
board . And yet ohe i s perfect ; there is nothing whatev er the mat ter 
wit h he r. Down bel ow, her s tore - rooms are filled with excell en t food; 
and there i 3 no indicati on of foul play - as , for example, mutiny . 11 

11Yes , but the re I s evidence that the ship was dese rted in a hurry 11 

put in Captai n llason . 
1he discussion goes on and the so l ving of the mystery is l e ft to 

Nels on Lee . ' 
Afterwards tooy inspec t too hold and fin d a dagge r which Lee 

thinks is of Mordanian on.gin. 
"I have heard of l1ordania " said Mason thoughtf ully, "a mountainous 

li t tl e Y.ingdom somewhere in the Balkans , isn 't it?" 
11Emc tly" sa i d Lee . 11I t posseses quite a. r especte.bl e piece of 

coas t lin e , and I do not suppose we are very maJ1Y miles distan t fr om 
it at this very moment, since it i s almost certain we a.re in the 
Adriatic . Many mysterious t hings occur in Mordani a , as ycu probably 
know. " 

- - --- ·- ---- -- - - ·- -- - - - ---- ·------
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And Jlelson Lee goes on to say trot only two or three fore igners 
have at tempted to enter Mordania. Two of them never return ed, and t he 
third - who happened to be a rich man - was captured , and his release 
was not effected until a very large sum was handed over to the brigands 
who had sei zed him. 

Mordania is a country of hi ll s - a wild desol a te place which the 
average Englishman oan scarcely conceive of . 

"I have never actually been ti..re , but I have travelled near to th 
border". 

Further inv es ti gations produces a piece of JE.per which was found 
in t he Captain •s cabin, am on it was a crudely executed drawing ""'hich 
represented a torch flaming fiercely et the top . To Lee this emblem 
is significant. For it is the sign of the Tagossa - 11 a vast secret 
society more dead l y and dangerous than ti.. Cai:iorra of Italy. No man 
has ever been lmown to esc.:i.pe death af te r he has been marked dcwn11

• 

'foreigners are not allowed to enter Mordania and they are shot out of 
hand at sight ". 

The scrap of paper , Lee thinks, suggests that the inhabitants of 
the schooner was marked down by the Tagossa , and removed, leaving the 
vesse l to the mercy of the wind and sea . 

Paclci.n8 case s are found and ti.. first one contains gla ss tumblers. 
But when others are opened brand new, glittering revolvers, rifles and 
amunition are foUikl. 

Then a number of curious-looking metal cases are inspected and. 
Lee is start l ed, "High expl osive 11 he exc l aims in a low voice . Wires 
le ading to an electric bettery and then on to a cheap clock explain the 
whole set-up . 

The ship ought to have been blown to atoms, but the clo ck had 
sto pped. The intricate wire systan was di sconnected and the explosive 
was thrOWn overboard. 

Aro so tm ship drifted on. It required no attent i on, el though 
a man was at the wheel on duty. He had nothing to do . Everything 
wss quiet, still and peaceful. 

It is at this period that a str ange-looking man with long black 
hair is found on board. There i s const ernation for a tim e, but Lee 
states too man is insane and harmless . 

They c l ean the can, cut his m.ir and shave hie , and t o everybody's 
surprise Loe announces that the man i s Paul, Crown Prince of ?-'Iordania ! 

( to be continued) 
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